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Project kick-off meeting

The consortium partnership had the first meet-

ing on 26/27 September 2019 in Godollo, Hun-

gary, to launch “WiseFarmer: Connecting farm 

generations in the digital age” Erasmus+  project. 

The event was held in the premises of St Istvan Uni-

versity, and in the head office of the coordinator, 

the GAK Education, Research and Innovation Non-

profit Ltd, founded and owned by the University.

Needs assessment survey

Up-to-date assessment of the target group regard-

ing their actual ICT skills and usage, and farming 

practices (Qualitative + Quantitative) was imple-

mented as first main task in the project (IO1). 

In-depth interviews were conducted in every part-

ner countries before the major data gathering 

process in October and November 2019.  A survey 

was conducted by the partner organisations of the 

project between December 2019 and early January 

2020. 

Partners in different countries used different 

methods to reach the target audience. The same 

rule of thumb applied so that every partner had to 

take into account the regional profile and speci-

ficities of the agriculture, age groups, production 

profile, physical and economic size of the farms.  

Farmers to support WF survey and 
identifying pilot locations
We have gained useful insights during the 

first few months of the project, discussing 

with potential farmers open for our activities. 

Survey interviews
Intellectual Output  1

During an interview in  

Szabadbattyán, Fehér county, 

Hungary, with WF expert.

NEWSLETTER O1 HIGHLIGHTS:
• Kick-off meeting in Godollo, Hungary, in 

September 2019

• Farm visits and farmer interviews to pre-

pare for the WiseFarmer survey

• Implementing the questionnaire

• Evaluation and publishing of the survey 

results

• Dissemination activity during the first 8 

months of the project
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Our project took part at the EIP-AGRI 
event in Spain on 5-6 February 2020

Mihaly Csoto, e-agriculture researcher represented our project in 
Aranjuez at the EIP-AGRI seminar: New skills for digital farming.

WiseFarmer project was introduced at the seminar organized by 

the agricultural European Innovation Partnership (EIP-AGRI) net-

work of the European Commission. 

The event aimed to contribute to the design and implementation 

of approaches and tools that can help farmers and farm advisers 

develop the skills they need in the face of the digital transition in 

agriculture.

“ WiseFarmer intervention was provided during 

the session ‘Developing skills for digitalisation’, on 

Thursday morning, under the theme ‘Non-formal/

informal education and training: from the class-

room to the field with a focus on peer-to-peer 

learning’. The contribution was made in the form 

of an interview, explaining especially how young-

er and elder farmers can work together to improve 

their digital skills. 

RESULTS OF THE EVENT
Participants highlighted six key elements of a comprehensive ap-

proach that could foster synergies and flexibility for the design 

and implementation of methods that can help farmers and farm 

advisers develop their competence: address several skills domains; 

be systemic and strategic; based on cooperation; use a comple-

mentary set of tools; be progressive and flexible and finally; work 

within and on the context. 

DISSEMINATION
First official project 
publication is 
released

WiseFarmer brochure is 
published for the use of project 
partners and other organisations 
interested about the main 
information of the project.

The summary of project de-

tails describing the objectives, 

planned outputs, partners and 

timelines of the project in a con-

cise leaflet, available in English, 

Hungarian and Serbian languag-

es was made available in digital 

format.

PLEASE SHARE THIS FILE  
WITH ALL INTERESTED  
STAKEHOLDERS:
 

wisefarmer.eu/brochure
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INTELLECTUAL OUTPUT O1
Project event in Croatia to facilitate farmer 
survey

SEASN, the Croatian partner of WiseFarmer project organized an 
information day for its national partners, inviting farmers, experts and 
the media, on 9 January 2020.

Without the use of digital technology, there is no development of ag-

riculture, which was pointed out at the first project WiseFarmer work-

shop organized by the Network of Advisory Services of Southeast 

Europe-SEASN and the School Bedekovčina, which also hosted the 

lecture. The programme was attended by farmers, agricultural advis-

ers, teachers and students from the agricultural sector.

The event provided a fine opportunity to collect further inputs for the 

WiseFarmer questionnaire too, as the participating farmers were very 

much interested in the project, the next steps and their possible in-

volvement in the planned learning activities.

ABOUT SEASN
The South Eastern Europe Advisory Service Network – SEASN - is an 

association of agricultural advisory services, agricultural chambers, 

agricultural institutes, faculties and non-governmental organisations 

founded in 2015. SEASN Association’s headquarters is in Zagreb and it 

is operating on the territory of its members: Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, 

Greece, Hungary, Kosovo, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, 

Serbia and Slovenia. Public and private advisory services, advisors, in-

dividuals as well as other agricultural institutions, non-governmental 

organisations and natural person working in agriculture and rural ar-

eas can become members. 

During the autumn of 2019 
project partners met with 
numerous small family 
farmers to gain feedback.

In the process of developing 

the survey, we visited 

several locations to get 

the feedback of our farmer 

partners for the better 

tailored questionnaire.

Design for Learning Content  
Platform has been started

Integration of learning 

materials related to preci-

sion agriculture solutions as 

good practice experiences 

is on the way.

Farm visits

IT development 
in progress
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DISSEMINATION
WiseFarmer concept introduced for Serbian 
farm advisors on 25 February 2020

In accordance with the “Annual Advisory Plan for Agricultural 
Advisers and Farmers” for 2020, training for Module 14 - Digitization in 
Agriculture was held.

Sladjan Stankovic, IPN representative of WiseFarmer project delivered 

a presentation on our project, highlighting the main concept and role 

of advisors. The trainees were the advisors of the Agricultural Advisory 

and Expert Service from the whole territory of the Republic of Serbia 

(PSSS), and the representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Water Management of the Republic of Serbia, Provincial Secre-

tariat of Agriculture of AP Vojvodina, professors of the Faculty of Agri-

culture, professors of secondary agricultural schools, representatives 

Serbian Chamber of Commerce and students of the Faculty of Agricul-

ture, or about 300 experts in the field of agriculture.

“ Farm advisors can 
play a crucial role 
as facilitators in 
intergenerational, 
peer-to-peer 
learning 
programmes 
organized for 
family farmers.”

Dr. Cosmin Salasan (USAMVB 
Timisoara, Romania), 14.11.2019

Presenting Wisefarmer in his 

plenary “Bridging innovation 

and problems for small farms 

and agricultural households”.

BUAS at Szarvas, HU 

FAO WEBINAR ABOUT COVID-19 RESPONSE
SEASN presents WiseFarmer on FAO webinar

During the “Extension and advisory services on the frontline of 
COVID-19 response for resilient and sustainable food systems” event

Across the globe, the pandemic has generated extreme vulnerability 

in the agricultural sector, confronting governments with the multi-

ple challenges of protecting human lives, and livelihoods, as well as, 

and ensuring sufficient food supplies and basic services for the most 

needy.
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INTELLECTUAL OUTPUT O1
The Survey Report is available 
on the project website in EN & 
HU 

wisefarmer.eu/results

The full document summarizing the results of 

Output 1 can be accessed on the WiseFarmer 

viewer application.  

For print and save permissions please contact 

the project coordinator at:

info@wisefarmer.eu

O1 SURVEY REPORT
Results - Characteristics of the 
respondents

• Farmers themselves (68%) and their family 

(70%) are working mainly on the respondents’ 

farm / seasonal workers (19%) and employees 

(21%)

• There are many middle-aged or elder farmers 

with less than 10 years farming experience, 

which means that the WiseFarmer approach 

may not only suit young farmers, as some elder 

farmers also have limited farming expertise. 

Results –  
Knowledge gathering

• Around 60 percent of the farmers are taking 

part every year in different short events like 

exhibitions, field days, farm demonstrations 

or product presentations, and only one fifth of 

the farmers never attend events like these. 

• This shows clearly that farmers generally have 

an interest for innovation, especially in a practi-

cal, hands-on setting. 
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Harvesting key survey findings for the 
project next steps

The main hypothetic pillar of the project regarding the profile of 

young and senior farmers was reinforced, however, we found that 

elder farmers may also lack agricultural expertise by a significant 

proportion.   
Certain themes of the main farming issues don’t fully match 

the type of ICT tools used, which provides an opportunity for 

the project to introduce such solutions for the participants (and 

support the transfer of needed skills for them). 

Farmers are interested in new equipment and methods, as most 

of them participate at least annually at such events (exhibitions, 

fairs, demonstrations, etc) which promote innovations, therefore 

O1 SURVEY REPORT
Contents of O1 report by the main methods 
and sections of the survey

The main chapters are:
Methodology and characteristics 

of the survey sample 

Local knowledge of farming 

practices 

• Farm experience and atti-

tudes towards farming 

• Farming community and in-

formation sources used for 

farming 

• Problems relating to farming, 

possible solutions and future 

plans 

 

Usage of digital tools and infor-

mation sources  

• Access to information and 

communication technolo-

gies  

• Usage patterns of digital 

technologies  

• Digital skills of the farmers  

• “Agricultural digital skills”  

• Learning environment and 

digital skills development 

possibilities in the partner 

countries  

Summary of regional surveys 

Annexes 

1. Interview guide

2. The questionnaire of the survey

3. WiseFarmer farm typology

4. Methodology of the calcula-

tion of digital skills

WISEFARMER CONCEPT
What do we mean by WiseFarming?

The WF concept is introduced and used by the project in 2 dimensions:

1. the appreciation of  all the values of local experience in farming, and

2. thinking one step further the well-known term of “Smart Farming”, 

where the introduction of digital tools is to be put into local context, to 

match experience, attitude, cultural habits, taking care of social, envi-

ronmental, sustainability and data ownership aspects.
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we anticipate good acceptance for the digital 

technologies as well.  

WiseFarmer learning materials should be 

optimized primarily for Mobile devices, which get 

widest use among farmers. 

Most of the farmers already possess basic skills in 

using the Internet, therefore the project shall go 

beyond that, and focus on the use of state-of-the-

art communication and farming oriented digital 

tools.   

Differences between countries (both farming 

issues and ICT skills) means specific parts of the 

learning material are to be tailored for the national 

context.

Project partnership is on the 
move

AUA - Agricultural University of Athens, Greece

BUAS - University of Ag. Timisoara, Romania

GAK - Education, Research & Innovation, Hungary

IPN - Science Application In Agriculture, Serbia

SEASN - Regional Advisory Assocation, Croatia

SZE - Szechenyi Istvan University, Hungary

WAN - WeAreNet NGO, Slovakia

O1 QUESTIONNAIRE COLLECTION
Experts using various ways to 
reach out to the countryside

Partner organisations in different countries 
applied various approaches and methods to reach 
the target audience.

In order to gather as much and as relevant infor-

mation as possible, partners mobilized their prov-

en networks and contacts.  As a result of the sur-

vey, altogether 265 responses were collected from 

six countries, exceeding the numbers what was 

originally planned.
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WiseFarmer Project
Connecting farm generations  

in the digital age
www.wisefarmer.eu
learn.wisefarmer.eu
Erasmus+ Project, 

CR-GR-HU-RO-SR-SK

ABOUT THE PROJECT
WiseFarmer goal is to connect 
farm generations for learning

The project aims to develop the knowledge and 
skills of smallholder farmers of younger and older 
generations. 

Participants will collaborate in a common learning 

program for the exchange of knowledge, from 

one side in the use of digital tools, from the other 

side the crucial farming practices based on local 

knowledge.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Contacts of the project 
coordinator

GAK Education, Research  & Innovation Ltd 
2100 Hungary, Pater Karoly u. 1.  
St Istvan University 
Email: felnottkepzes@gak.hu  
Tel: +36 30 5152 832

ERASMUS+ 2019-1-HU01-KA204-061083


